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Elizabeth G
em

perlein, Fools Paradise 

Elizabeth G
em

perlein draw
s com

pelling im
ages depicting the 

im
pact of hum

an excess on nature's fragility. 
Influenced by 

R
om

anticism
 and landscape painting, her w

ork challenges the 
m

yth of a w
orld consisting of endless natural resources. She 

creates rich im
agery using graphite w

ith a variety of 
surfaces including paper, m

asonite, and even packing tape. 
The m

aterials them
selves, as w

ell as the presentation of the 
final w

ork, dim
inishes the "preciousness" of the art object and 

focuses the view
er on the details w

ithin the draw
ings. 

H
um

an figures are often suspended am
idst flora and fauna 

conveying the com
plex relationships betw

een each. She 
portrays m

an's conflicting im
pulses to care for and consum

e 
land and w

ildlife as reflections of skew
ed values and priorities. 

She also tells the story of a distant rom
antic landscape that 

lam
ents the loss of a m

ore balanced co-existence and of 
anim

als forced to inhabit a hostile environm
ent w

here hum
ans 

are too often passive w
itnesses. G

em
perlein's draw

ings lead 
her audience to question their relation to nature, and to rethink 
their personal connections to the natural w

orld. 

Cover im
age: Vigil, graphite on m

asonite, 2015 
D

etail: W
alking on Heads, 

graphite on paper, 2015 
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D
etail: A

nim
a M

undi, 
m

ixed m
edia installation 

M
arissa Lehner, A

nim
a M

undi 

M
arissa Lehner creates sculptures and spaces that are poetic 

and accessible for her audience. She initiates an im
m

ersing 
sensory experience for the audience through the com

bination 
of sim

ple form
s and textures as w

ell as m
aterials and m

ethods. 
H

er w
ork addresses large them

es such as birth, death, 
fragility, and futility. H

er use of m
aterials w

ith natural and fam
il-

iar origins renders com
plex em

otions m
ore tangible. H

er use of 
reclaim

ed m
aterials allow

s m
ultiple histories to 

intertw
ine w

hile leaving space for the audience to bring their 
ow

n personal m
em

ories and associations to the w
ork. 

This installation also acts as a sym
bolic self-portrait 

representing the oscillation betw
een tw

o often conflicting states 
of m

ind. The text, w
hich is handw

ritten on strips of linen and 
w

oven through the sculpture's canopy, are m
eant to provide 

solace. Lehner invites visitors to w
rite their ow

n affirm
ations 

and add them
 to the installation. M

uch as Lehner brings her 
ow

n em
otions to each space in w

hich she installs her w
ork, she 

hopes that her audience w
ill do the sam

e. 

C
over im

age: Anim
a M

undi, m
ixed m

edia, 2015 



8 BuffaJo Arts Studio 
Tri-M

ain Center 
2495 M

ain Street, Suite 500 
Buffalo, NY 14214 
(716) 833-4450 
w

w
w

.buffaloartsstudio.org 
G

allery hours: Tuesday -Friday 1 0am
-4pm

, Saturday 1 0am
-2pm

 

Elizabeth G
em

perlein is an artist based in W
estern New York. Her w

ork has been shown 
throughout the US as well as in China and Sri Lanka. She received her M

FA from
 the 

University at Buffalo and has taught widely at universities in the US, China, India and Sri 
Lanka. She is currently an adjunct lecturer at G

enessee C
om

m
unity College and a 

visiting artist at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery. 

M
arissa Lehner is an artist and educator from

 Buffalo, N
ew

 York. She received her BFA 
from

 Alfred University, and M
S in Art Education from

 Nazareth College. She is com
m

itted 
to com

m
unity arts engagem

ent and is one of the founders of Em
erging Leaders of the 

Arts Buffalo (ELAB). She is a form
er board m

em
ber of the Buffalo Arts Studio and is 

currently the project director for the Ferry Street C
orridor Project. 

M
ajor support provided by: Erie C

ounty Cultural Funding, M
&T Bank, and NYSCA Visual Arts Program

 
Additional exhibition support provided by: Ashkers, Double Tree Club Hotel, G

ates Circle W
ine & Uquor, Flying Bison Brewing 

Com
pany, N

orth Am
erican Breweries and individual donors. 
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1:fRWJN1TY. 
the A

rts 
of G

overnor A
ndrew

 C
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o and the 
N

ew
 York S

tate Legislature. 
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